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2 ®. S. Dr. Miles fays they belong to Dr. Clark of 
St. Alban’s ; that they were found in Oxfordjhire, 
and were formerly in the Pofieffion of the late 
Mr. William Becket Surgeon, F. R. S. 


XI. 'The Cafe of Mr . Smith, Surgeon, at Sud¬ 
bury in Suffolk ; the Coats of whofe Sto* 
mach were changed into an almoft cartila¬ 
ginous Subftance\ communicated by the Rev . 
Mr. Murdock to Cromwell Mortimer 
M. D. Secret . R. S. 

Rev. Sir , Clare > oa. 11,1747. 

ftaj Feb. 9 . A Greeable to your Defire I fend you 
•74 -9- XjL t ^ ie material Particulars of Mr. 
Smith’s Cafe. As there was fomething uncommon 
in it, and as it may be for the Benefit of Man¬ 
kind, which was the Defign, and a generous one it 
was, of my'deceafed Friend, in refolving a good 
while before his Death to be opened, 1 fhall take it 
as a Favour that you will communicate it to Dr. 
Mortimer. I could not, for the Thing ftruck me 
very ftrongly, forbear making a few Remarks: But 
I leave it intirely to your Difcretion to fupprefs or 
&nd them with the Cafe. I am, 

"Dear Sir, 

Touts tnoji fincerely , 

J. Sayer. 


The 
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r he CASE. 

H E' was in the vigorous Time of Life, being no 
more than thirty-fix Years of Age * and, to all 
Appearance, of a ftrong wcll-fct Habit. His Way of 
living was quite regular; but his Practice of Mid- 
wifry, which was pretty large, often forced him 14 
fevere Weather from a warm Bed into bad Roads, 
and fometimes into raw uncomfortable Houfes. 

He had for feveral Years complained of Uneafinds 
at- his Stomach; but it was not confiderabie, tiil 
about January. 1746-7., From that time, he- almoft 
conftantly threw up his Food within an Hour or two 
after taking it, and he felt‘violent Pain about the 
Scrobiculus Cordis. Divers Phyficians were advifed 
with, but Medicines availed him nothing; nor had 
he any Eafe, except from Opiates, or fpirituous Li¬ 
quors-, and this was of fhort Continuance. 

It being, in the September following, recom¬ 
mended to him to go to Bath, he for fome Weeks 
drank the Waters, and afterwards bathed. TiiC fiift 
had no remarkable Effed; but he found himfeif 
worfe after bathing. Upon his Return home, new 
Phyficians were confulted, and new Methods were 
tried, but to no purpofc; and, to make Life tolera¬ 
ble, lie was forced to be very free in the Ufe of 
fpirituous Liquors and Opiates. 

In February 1747-8. he voided, by two or three 
Stools, about a Couple of Ounces of Matter. Some 
Weeks before his Death the Pains went off, and his 
Vomiting was at times flay’d; but whenever that 
happen’d, whatever he took ran diredly through 
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hint. And indeed he was now-and then, during the 
whole Illnels, fubjeCt to bilious DejeCtions. 

On this Remillion of the Symptoms, his Friends 
flatter’d themfclves yet that all might do well j but his 
Wafting, which had long began, continued s and his 
Legs, efpecially one of them, became oedematous. 
After growing gradually weaker, till Nature was 
quite Ipent, he expired, with the utmoft Serenity of 
Mind, in the Evening of Auguji the feventh. 

His Body being, purfuant to his Requeft, opened 
in the Prefence of Dr. Scar ling, and three or four Sur¬ 
geons, the Coats of the Stomach were found chang'd 
into an uniform, white, inelaftic, almoft cartilaginous 
Subftance, which was four Tenths of an Inch in 
Thicknefs. Befides this ftrange Alteration in its Coats, 
the Stomach was fo contracted, as to be incapable of 
holding more than five or fix Ounces s and its inner 
Surface was befmeared with a various colour'd Mat¬ 
ter. The reft of the Vifcera feemed to be quite 
unaffedted, and every thing was in its natural Situa¬ 
tion, except the Omentum, which, befides being, as 
it is in all tabid Bodies, vaftly wafted, was necefla- 
rily drawn upwards by the Contraction of the Sto¬ 
mach. 


Remarks. 

It is highly probable, that this Gentleman's Dif- 
order, whether conftitutional or acquired, was at 
firft an ObftruCtion in thofe Glands, which feparate 
the Humour that ferves to defend the villous Coat 
from the Acrimony of what is taken into the 
Stomach, and to prevent its being ftimulated by 
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the Aliment in Digeftion j for want of which it was 
fo fubjeCt to Irritation, that fcarce any thing would 
flay upon it. The Matter voided by Stool was un¬ 
doubtedly formed in the Stomach, becaufe he never 
complained of confiderable Pain in any other Part 5 be- 
fides, had it been from an Abfcels in the Inteftines,- or 
any other of the Vifcera, the Seat of it would in ail 
Likelihood have been apparent. The Loofencfs, Which 
in the latter Part of his Illnefs, always attended him 
when the Vomiting ceafed, plainly (hews, that the 
Stomach had at that time acquired a great if not its 
greateft Degree of Contraction; for which Rcafon, 
as it could contain but little, any Quantity of Food 
muft, if not thrown up, go immediately downwards. 
The going off of the Pain fome Weeks before his 
Death, was owing to the Scnfibility of the Coats of 
the Stomach being in a great mcafurc, or quite de- 
ftroyed. The bilious DejeCtions, that frequently at¬ 
tended him, may be aferibed to Want of Digeftion-} 
which, as little or no Chyle was fent into the 'Duo¬ 
denum, rendered the Bile ufelefs. The Confe- 
quence of this was a Non-fecretion of that Humour, 
an Accumulation of it in the Liver, or .Gall-bladder} 
its being reconveyed into the Bloodor its going 
off by Stool. If the firft or third had been the 
Cafe, it would have ihown itfelf in a Jaundice; if 
the fecond, there would have been an Abfcefs in 
the Liver or Gall-bladder; fo that of courfe it hiuft 
run off by Stool. Spirituous Liquors might help to 
bring on this Contraction, Inelafticity, and Infeiv 
Ability of the Stomach: But it feems pretty clear 
that they were not the foie Caufe; elfe immoderate 
Drinkers of them would generally be affected in the 
fame Manner. 
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